
 
 
Commission Letter: #326-10 
Commission Meeting:  November 15, 2010 
Re:  New Years Eve Ball Drop Special Event Update Report 
 
November 12, 2010 
 
The Honorable Mayor 
 and 
Members of City Commission 
 
This event is being put on by two Citadel Broadcasting radio stations, 93.1 Doug 
FM and 96.3 WDVD.  It is not a DDA event or a City event.   The DDA’s 
involvement is limited to a financial sponsorship.  The City’s involvement is 
limited to approving a special event permit. 
 
We originally approved a special event permit for this event for 12/31/2009.  The 
radio stations cancelled that event because they didn’t have enough time to get 
sponsors lined up so they could “do it right.”  They got an early start on planning 
the 2010 event and the City Commission approved a special event permit 
(attached) on May 3, 2010.   Our special event ordinance requires such requests 
be made at least thirty days in advance. 
 
As currently planned, the event will require closing Washington between 4th 
Street and the rail road tracks on Dec 30th at 8:00 AM to allow the stage to be 
constructed.  On the 31st, we would also close Washington to 5th Street and 4th 
Street from the rail road tracks to Lafayette.    
 
The sales staff from the radio stations visited most downtown businesses on 
October 29 and distributed information about the event.  This occurred two 
months before the event.  A copy of their contact sheet is attached.  Sangria was 
not contacted again because Luigi Cutraro was in attendance at the October 20 
DDA meeting when this was discussed.  Justin from Royal Oak Music Theater is 
listed on the contact sheet as being “not happy” about the event.  Ronin Sushi 
was sent an email because they were not open when the sales staff was visiting 
businesses.  The Lady Bug Shoppe does not appear on the list.  They did not 
contact the Chamber of Commerce. 
 
Julie Law, Director of Marketing & Promotions and Byron Harrell, Station 
Manager met with us this morning (Friday, 11/12).   The event is being promoted 
as a “New York Style New Year’s Eve Party.”  They feel the downtown street 
location is essential to achieve the desired ambience and be consistent with 
commitments made to their sponsors. 
 



We suggested moving the event to the Fresard parking lot and putting the stage 
in the same location as the Art’s Beats & Eats main stage or using the Farmer’s 
Market and the surrounding parking lot.  They didn’t feel either location met their 
needs. 
 
However, they are willing to consider moving to Washington and 6th Street.  If this 
is done, they would flip the layout so the stage faces north.  Washington between 
6th and 7th would be closed on Dec 30th.  On the 31st, we would also close 
Washington up to 5th and 6th Street from Lafayette to Center. 
 
I thought this might just be trading one group of disgruntled businesses for 
another group of disgruntled businesses but based on those we’ve talked to so 
far, this is not the case.  Jim Domanski of Pronto’s, Mike Sophia of Oak City Grill, 
Sam Pallis of Jimmi’s and Laura Harrison of the Lady Bug Shoppe all indicated 
they have no objections to the change.   
 
We will be preparing a revised special event permit on Monday to present to you 
along with our final recommendation at the meeting.   Part of that permit will 
request approval of two banners across Main Street to promote the event.  
Citadel also plans to attend Monday’s meeting. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Donald E. Johnson 
City Manager 












